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New Secr of EVITES. 


HERE once prevailed amongusa Sedt, called The Adamites, whofe Do&rine, 
S312 like that of our prefent Adravians, was calculated to comfort the Fleth 
SetSh% as well as the Spirit, and many Things general accounted indecent and 
immodeft, were with them regarded as Principles of Religion. ‘The chief Article 
maintained by this Sex was, that it was proper, like our great forefather Adam, 
to go naked ; and the Profe!ytes to this Faith came abroad un the publick Streets, 
and open Day-Light, without any Cloathing. But this primitive Simplicity did 
not agree with the Notions of thofe degenerate Days, and the Adamites were looked 
upon as an intolerable Nuifance. ‘Their Religion, like all others, was foon 
attended with Perfecution ; and fome of the Converts were dragged naked to the 
Cart’s-Tail, fome fet in the Stocks, and others fent to Bridewell. 
Since that remarkable Period, the Male Part of our Species have been decently 
covered ; but the Female World has made feveral bold Attempts to throw off the 
Incumbrance of Cloaths. Caps, Handkerchiefs, Truckers, and Modefty-Picces, 
have been long difcarded; and the Ladies have continued every Year to fhed 
fome other Part of their Drefs as ufelefs and unornamental. But thefe are only ' 
half Affertions of the Female Rights and natural Liberty, in Comparifon to the 
Project, which, it is thought, will be ripe for Execution by Summer. © A fet of 
Ladies, of the firft Fafhion, have agreed to found a Seét of 
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who are to appear in Publick with no other Covering than the original Fig-Leaf. 
The primitive Simplicity of Appearances will be reftored : And, tho’ fome ma 
be cenforious enough to imagine, that their Confidence arifes from very different 
Principles, it may very juftly be faid of our Ladies of Quality, as of our firft 
Parents before the Fall, ‘* ‘They are naked, and are not afhamed.” 
My Country Readers, and all thofe who live at a Diftance from the polite 
World, may, perhaps, look upon this Scheme as merely fantaftical and imagi- 
nary ; but nothing is moretrue. The Milliners are, at this Time, all very buf = 
in making up artificial Fig-Leaves, and adorning them according to the different 
Fancies of the Wearers. There is more Tafte difplayed in contriving an elegant | 


Fig- 





ee 

















38 The Inftructor. 


Pig-Leaf, than has hitherto been exerted in forming a genteel Sword-K ‘Jot. 
Some have Bunches of the gayeit coloured Ribbons dangling loofely from the 
Stalk, others Taflels of Gold and Silver Lace, anda few, defigned for Ladies 
of the higheft Diftin@iion, Bunches of Diamonds. ‘This, and the “Pompon, which 
it is faid has been lately worn merely as a Type of the Fig-Leaf, will make u 

the common Drefs of the whole Female World : But if ever the Weather fhould 
be too fevere for the Ladies to appear (as Bayes exprfles it) im puris naturalibus, 
they are to wear flefh-coloured Silks with Pompons and Fig- Leaves as ufual, 

There are, perhaps, Perfons who as they {till retain fome of the Leaven of 
Decency in their Compofition, will be ftartled at this Project. I muft own, 
however, that it does not appear to me to bein the leaft extraordinary or fur- 
prizing : For confidering the prefent Drefs of our Women of Fathion, there re- 
mains no further Step to be taken except abfolute Nakednefs. The Stays and 
Petticoat have been fo unmercifully pruned and cut away in order to difcover 
Jatent Beauties, that if thofe of the prefent Mode were to fall into the Hands of 
our diftant Pofterity, they would conclude, that the prefent Race of Women 
muft have been a Generation of Pigmies ; for they could never poflibly conceive 
that they were of common Size, and wore by Way of Drefs any Garments fo 
little calculated either for Ufe or Ornament. If one might judge by Appearances, 
the little Modefty that is left in the polite World feems to be among the Men ; 
and one is almoft tempted to look for the Rakes, and Perfons of Intrigue i in the 
other Sex. I was prefent a few Nights ago at the Reprefentation of The Chances ; 
and when I looked round the Boxes, and obferved the loofe Drefs of all the Ladies, 
and the great Relifh with which they received the high-feafoned Jefts in that 
Comedy, I was almoft apprehenfive, that the old Story of the Outrage of 
the Romans on the Sabine Women would be inverted, and that the Ladies wou'd 
rife up, and commit a Rape on the Men. 

There is, however, a very large Part of the Sex, for whom I am greatly con- 
cerned (on Occafion of this Project for eftablifhing Nakednefs ;) 1 mean the Old 
and the Ugly. Whatever the Belles may get by this Fathion, thefe poor Ladies 
will be great Sufferers, Their Faces are already more than is agreeable tobe 
fhewn ; but if they expofe fickly Skins, furrowed and purfed up like Wather- 
women’s Fingers, the Sight will become too difgufting. During the prefent Mode 
J have obferved, that the Difplay of a yellow Neck, or cli imfy Leg, has created 
but few Admirers : And it is Feafonitle to conclude, that when the new Fafhion 
begins to prevail univerially, altho’ our Men of Fleafure will be glad to fee the 
young and beautiful Ladies, whom they would defire to take into their Arms, 
{tripping as faft as pofible, yet they are not fo fond of primitive ve original 
Simplicity, as to be captivated by a Jady who has none ot the Charms of Lve 
except her Nakednefs. 

Some Perfons of more than ordinary Penetration are apt to look on this Pro- 
ject in a political Light, and contider it as a Scheme to counter-work the Mar- 
riage-Act. But as the chief Ladies who concerted it are already provided with 
Hufbands, and are known to be very well affected to the Gov ernment, this does 
not appear probable. It is more likely to be an Artifice of the Beauties to make 
their Superiority inconteftiable, by drawing in the Dowdies of the Sex to _ 7 
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{uch an injurious: Contraft. However this may be, it is very certain, that the 
mott lovely of the Sex are about to employ the whole Artillery of their Charms 
azainfts us, and indeed feem refolved to fhoot us flying. On this Occation it is 
to be hoped, that the Practice of painting, which is now fo very fafhionable, 
will be entirely laid afide : For whoever incrufts herfelf in Paint can never be 
allowed to be naked ; and itis furely more elegant for a Lady to be covered even 
with Silk and Linen, than to be daubed, like an old Wall, with Plaifter and 
Rough-catt. 

After this Account of the Schemes of our modifh Females now in Agitation, 
which the Reader may depend upon as Genuine, it only remains to let him know 
how I came by my Intelligence. The Parliament of Women lately propofed, is 
now actually Sitting. Upon their firit Meeting after the Preliminaries were ad- 


jufted, the whole Houfe naturally refolved itfelf into a Committee on the Affairs 


of Drefs. The Fig-Leaf Bill, the Purport of which is contained in this Paper, 
was brought in by a noble Countefs, and occafioned fome very warm Debates, 
‘Two Ladies in particular made feveral remarkable Speeches on this Occafion : 
But they were both imagined to fpeak, like our Male Patriots, more for their own 
private Intereft than for the Good of the Publick. For one of thefe Ladies, who 
infifted very earneftly on the Decency of fome fort of Covering, and has a very 
beautiful Face, is fhrewdly fulpected not to.be fo much above all rivalry in the 
Turn and Proportion of her Limbs: And the other, who was impatient to be 
undreffed with all Expedition, was thought to be too much influenced by her 
known Partiality to a favourite Mole, which now lies out of Sight. The Bill, 
however, was pafled by a very confiderable Majority, and is intended to be put in 
Force by Midfumimer-Day next enfuing. 


SPURS PS SS SSISIRS SSVI PISS SS SHS aS 
A Letter to an unfafbtonable Gentleman. 


HY has my Friend taken it into his Head to nourifh his Beard at a Time 

Y vhen ail the World goes fhaved? Why wilt thou thus render thyfelf 

ridiculous ; and give thine Enemies the Handle of joking upon thee ? They fay, 

thou goeft bearded, on purpofe to be like no body. Thou fayeft, it is glorious 

to tread in the venerable Steps of our Forefathers ; who loved their Beards as their 
Lives, But. I fear, thou hatt not fufficiently confidered what true Glory is. 

Io cloath one’s felf like other People is decent ; and to wear fuch Garments 
as no body elfe wears is indecent. It is ridiculous to diftinguifh one’s felf by 
Fafhions out of Date ; for, ‘Things that were formerly ornamental, are at prefent 
unfightly. It was once a decent Cuftom to wear Ruffs about the Neck ; which 
are now worn by none but Scaramouch. He who begins a Fafhion is not wife ; 
and he who will never change one is no wifer. It is philofophical to follow the 
innocent Fafhions of one’s Country. If aFool’s Cap were fafhionable ; he would 
be a Fool that did not wear one. ‘ Indecency does not confift in the Cloaths, but 
in their Singularity, If a Clergyman fhould now perform his Office, drefled like a 
Layman, it would appear fhocking ; not upon account of the Cloaths, which 
are common, but the Novelty of the Thing: yet the primitive Clergy were not 
ciftinguifhed 















































4° The Infiructor. 


diftinguifhed by their Drefs from the Laity. In Pictures, indeed, we fee Paftors | 


of the ancient Churches painted in Canonicals ; but we muft no more form our 
Notions of their Cloathing from thence, than of Pontius Pilate’s Dreis, when we 
fee him painted in a Cardinal’s Cap ; nor of the ‘fewi/p Paflover, with a /Ve//- 
phalia Ham upon the Table. 
A Wife old Man, being afked why he dancedy réplied, ‘* becaufe the whole 
** City dances.” When my ‘Taylor afksme howl would have my Cloaths made? 
I tell him after the Fafhion; and think mytecif wifer fof this, than by ordering 
him to cut my Coat to my own Fancy. For thus I fhew an Indifference in an 
indifferent Thing ; a Deference to the general Practice ; anda Defire that my 
Cloaths fhould pleafe others rather than myicif. 1 know that Philofophers are 
reckoned to be Pleafers of themfelves, rather than of others ; but the Vulgar are 
apt to confound Philofophy with Pofitivenefs andCaprice. He who will necds dii- 
tinguifh himfelf from others, by his Drefs and Manner of converfing, manifeits Pride 
more than Humility, and Obttinacy more than Underflanding. D4ogenes feeing 
aRhodian in a {plended Equipage, cried ** That is Pride :” and foun after, teeing 
a Lacedemonian in a coarie Coat, cried out, ** That alfo is Pride.” If it were the 
Mode to wéar a Fox’s ‘Tail behind, I fhould not fcruple to follow the Fafhion, 


and appearlike the reft. The Saying, that ‘* a wife Man mutt diftinguifh himfelf 


** from the Vulgar, by living, not according to Cuftom, but Reafon ;” does not 
hold true of fuch indifferent Things as Drefs : for, to diftinguifh ourfe'ves in thefe 
Things is folly. The renowned Mr. Kiim, finding him(elf taken for a Montfter, in 
Martinia, becaufe he had no Tail, prefently accommodated him {elf to the Mode 
of the Country, and avoided farther Cenfure. 

The fame Advice I give to my Friend : fhave thy Beard, and appear like a 
Man: for, the Fafhion of Beards is nolonger among Mankind ; and only retained 
among Goats. ‘Thy Beard is an open Declaration that thou art unwilling to pafs 
for a Man, and hadft rather pafs for a Goat. But the worft is, that with all 
thy Precaution, the Goats will not receive thee ; for, tho’ thou haft a Beard, 
thou haft no Horns ; fo that thou wilt appear a Monfter, both to Goats and Men. 
I fhall' give thee no Reft, till thou doit abolifh thy moft unmanly Ornament : 
for, as Nations at War will feldom make Peace, but on Condition of having 
fome annoying Fortrefs demolifhed ; fo will I never make Peace with thee, ull 
thy Beard is razed and levelled with thy Chin. 
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